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Stephen Hoffman

From: ecomment@pa.gov
Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2020 12:50 PM
To: Environment-Committee@pasenate.com; IRRC; environmentalcommittee@pahouse.net; 

regcomments@pa.gov; ntroutman@pasen.gov; timothy.collins@pasenate.com; 
gking@pahousegop.com; siversen@pahouse.net

Cc: c-jflanaga@pa.gov
Subject: Comment received - Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559)

CAUTION: **EXTERNAL SENDER** This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

 
 
The enclosed comment was received as part of the following testimony:  
 
   Testimony name: Public Hearing 7 (9am) - #7-559  
   Testimony date: 12/11/2020 12:00:00 AM  
   Testimony location: WebEx  
 
Re: eComment System 
 
The Department of Environmental Protection has received the following comments on 
Proposed Rulemaking: CO2 Budget Trading Program (#7-559). 
 
Commenter Information:  
 
Terri Supowitz  
(tsupowitz@gmail.com)  
310 Hay Street  
Pittsburgh, PA US  

Comments entered:  
 
My story is short. I live spitting distance from the railroad tracks where oil and gas trains run 
day and night. I can see them from my kitchen window. If there is an accident, I am dead. Not a 
happy thought.  
 
I have been fighting fracking in southwestern, PA since 2010 when pgh had its first protest 
downtown. I was there. Ten years later and we are still fighting the same fight. It is time fossil 
fuels were left in the ground where they belong and look to creating sustainable energy by using 
wind and sun. But until that time, the fossil fuel industry must dramatically reduce its emissions 
and pay its fair share for the air, water, and soil pollution they have caused. RGGI is a step in 
that direction. 
 
Many Residents of PA are sick. They have respiratory illnesses, heart attacks, strokes, cancer, 
and mental health problems. And many less serious illnesses but still debilitating like headaches, 
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runny noses, nausea, coughs, sore throats, and stress. All of these are related to pollution from 
sulfur dioxide, nitrogen oxide and particulate matter. All these would also be reduced if we 
joined RGGI. And the power plants would actually be paying for some of the pollution they are 
emitting. It seems like a no brainer, we should join.  
 
PA is the 4th largest emitter of greenhouse gases in the nation. It is crucial that PA join RGGI. 
As one of the largest polluters in the country, PA joining RGGI would have a huge impact on 
reducing carbon emissions. The data is clear: from 2008-2018, carbon pollution has decreased 
by 47% in participating RGGI states, ahead of the rest of the country by 90%. Is there any 
reason not to join? 
Joining RGGI will result in creating jobs, reducing electricity prices, and generating billions of 
dollars to be invested in clean energy projects.  
This is a no brainer. We must join.  

 
No attachments were included as part of this comment.  
 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
Jessica Shirley 

 
Jessica Shirley 
Director, Office of Policy 
PA Department of Environmental Protection 
Rachel Carson State Office Building 
P.O. Box 2063 
Harrisburg, PA 17105-2063 
Office: 717-783-8727 
Fax: 717-783-8926 
ecomment@pa.gov  


